Earlier this year, House Agriculture Chairman Bob Goodlatte named me
Chairman of the Agriculture Subcommittee on Department Operations,
Oversight, Nutrition and Forestry. This important committes has jurisdiction
over all operations of the USDA, as well as bio-fuels, dairy policy, farm

bill implementation, the U.S. Forest Service and the food stamp program.
Since becoming chairman, we have held numerous hearings and
meetings on Capitol Hill and in Minnesota to talk about the dairy

program, forestry, the food stamp program and other issues affecting

the lives of southern Minnesotans each day.

Be sure to visit my web site ar www, g1l house.gov
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Lasl year, Congress passad the Farm Security and Rural Investment
Act of 2002. The new Farm Bill was the result of more than two years
of work and dozens of hearings in rural communities throughout the
country. We produced a bill thal balances conservation, craps,
nutrition, trade and rural development as part of the nation's
comprahensive agricultural policy. This year we are warking

with USDA 1o ensure thal the criical programs from this bil
are quickly and correctly implemented.
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We have made positive steps toward reducing the cross-border
corn loan rate discrepancies. | am pleased to report that
Agnculture Secrefary Ann Vienaman is listening to Minnesota farmers.
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-Cangrassman Gil Gulknechi

Minnesola had been sharted in the amount of acreage enmolled in the Canservation
Reserve Program (CRP). As a result, | wrote to USDA stressing that the focus of
CRP should be on envirenmentally sensitve land in southem Minnesota that had
nat been selected in the past because of our high land values. When USDA
announced CRP enrcliment, | was pleased to see 18,935 acres, or 71 percent,

of the acres submitied in southem Minnesata were accepled.

| was also pleased to support the vital Lewis & Clark Water Project for southwestern
Minnesota. Forlunately, the Administration heeded our call by restoring $3.8 million
far the project. This project will increase water supplies for southwestem

Minnesoia by bringing water fram the Missoun River,
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to proauce clean fuel sources, stch as ethanor,
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erodiesel and wind.

“Congressman Gl Gutknechi

The House passed the Energy Policy Act of 2003

(HR &). This bill recognizes the importance of renewable
fuel sources — such as ethanol, biodiesel and wind -

to our national securty and 1o our rural economies.

The bill requires a percentage of the nation's fuel supply
comes from renewable enangy sources.

The House also passed the Healthy Forests Restoration
Act of 2003 (HR 1904) which aims to improve the

way we care for our nation's forests. This legislation

will enable sound forest management 1o prevent
calastrophic fires, disease and insect infestation

that threaten the long-term health of our forests.
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useful links

for you...

House Agriculture Committee
agricultume. honse. gov

US Depariment of Agriculture
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Minnesota Department of Agriculture
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Minnesota Farm Service Agency
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